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that she would have come out of it with an enormous
access of prestige. Unfortunately for her, Greece failed
to exploit her opportunity. Her King, mindful of the
fate of his predecessor, never overstepped the bounds
imposed by the most literal interpretation of the Con-
stitution. He found it safer to reign than to rule. Nor
was there at Athens any other power to act as a check on
the impetuosity of popular sentiment. The death of
Tricoupis on the eve of this grave national crisis had
deprived the country of the one statesman whose sober
judgment, wide experience, and independence of char-
acter might have supplied the needed restraint. Dely-
annis, the Premier at the time, was little better than a
demagogue: a politician who, with all his patriotism
and honesty, dared not go counter to the stream to
which he owed his position. So neither the Crown nor
the Cabinet had the courage to tell the people that they
were unready for vindicating their just claims by the
sword; and Greece, under the irresponsible spur of the
Ethnikd Hetairia, galloped headlong into the abyss.

Turkey, in the interval, had had ample time to con-
centrate her army on the Greek frontier. Her forces,
vastly outnumbering those of her opponent and led by
the brains of the greatest military Power in the world'
easily overcame the ill-conditioned Hellenic troops,
marched to Volos, and would have marched to Athens
itself had not the crowned heads of Europe, anxious
to preserve a dynasty so closely allied to the reigning
houses of England, Russia, and Germany, stepped in
to rescue Greece from the worst consequences of her
heroic folly.

For the same reason they felt that it would be in-
expedient to thrust Crete back under the Moslem yoke.
Something had to be done for the unfortunate and